
Data Demonstrates Declaw Ban Will Result 
in Cat Relinquishments and Deaths 

It is the position of most reputable animal welfare organizations that declawing should be a last resort, after 
all other remedies have failed to keep the cat/guardian bond intact and to prevent “destructive” cats from 
being relinquished at local shelters.  The American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA), the California 
Veterinary Medical Association (CVMA) and most of the national animal welfare and cat fancier organizations 
all share a similar “last resort” position. 

In two independent studies it was found that 50% 1 and 55% 2 of the owners of declawed cats would have 
relinquished their cats to a shelter if they could not have them declawed.  This is consistent with other 
studies  

The AVMA says, “Scientific data do indicate that cats that have destructive clawing behavior are more likely to 
be euthanatized, or more readily relinquished, released, or abandoned, thereby contributing to the homeless 
cat population. Where scratching behavior is an issue as to whether or not a particular cat can remain as an 
acceptable household pet in a particular home, surgical onychectomy may be considered.”   

In a third study it was found that “declawed cats were relinquished less often than cats with intact claws".  3 

This data has been proven true in Los Angeles following a West Hollywood Declaw Ban.  The situation will now 

become worse thanks to a cruel Santa Monica Ban.  Help stop the cruelty in Beverly Hills and Los Angeles!  Say 

NO to a Ban!  Reserve this life-saving procedure as a Last Resort to help keep pets and people together! 

 
                                                           

1 Landsberg: Cat Owners’ attitudes toward declawing.  Anthrozoos, 4:3, p.192, 1991 
2 Southern California Veterinary Medical Association (SCVMA) veterinary survey, 2009 
3 “Assessment of claims of short-and long-term complications associated with onychectomy in cats” study conducted by Gary Patronek, a 
veterinary epidemiologist, indicated declawed cats were less likely to be surrendered than were clawed cats, 1996. 
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Declaw Ban Enacted in West Hollywood in 2002 
resulted in a 10.5% Increase in Relinquished cats in 2003 
and the trend  continued to rise to nearly 12% in 2008!  

Number of Cats Relinquished to LA Shelters 
Following Enactment of  

West Hollywood Cat Declaw Ban
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“In my case, and it’s nice to hear your theory, but in my case we did have a cat declawed and I’ll 

tell you why.  The cat would have gone to a shelter.  I know what you say and what other 

doctors say but my wife has a medical condition.  And if my wife is scratched or anything like 

that by a cat or the dog, if she isn’t immediately treated with something, she can become 

seriously ill.  And we made a decision.  It was keeping the cat, and keeping the cat alive or 

possibly jeopardizing my wife’s life.   

“So in my case we made that decision, and that was a few years ago.  The cat is in great shape.  

(My wife is not watching; she asked me not to discuss this in public, but it’s true.)  So, I am 

opposed to a cat declawing [ban] basically on my personal experience.   

“But I will tell you something else, while this is yours and certain people’s thing, I don’t think 

the City should be getting involved in this because right now we’re talking about it, its 

emotional, but we have huge problems in this City.  And I think the people of Malibu would 

rather we focused our time and our energy on the regional water quality control issues, on the 

Coastal Commission, and all the other traditional problems this City is facing.  And I would really 

not want to see this City venture off into this area, deal with this, pass an ordinance, spend 

more time, have the City Attorney having more meetings and possibly facing costly litigation 

over some ordinance that may be valid or may not.  So I am going to oppose us going down that 

road.”     

 


